
National Security Adjudicative 

Guideline H: Drug Involvement and Substance Misuse 

The Concern. The illegal use of controlled substances, to include the misuse of prescription and non-

prescription drugs, and the use of other substances that cause physical or mental impairment or are used in a 

manner inconsistent with their intended purpose can raise questions about an individual's reliability and 

trustworthiness, both because such behavior may lead to physical or psychological impairment and because it 

raises questions about a person's ability or willingness to comply with laws, rules, and regulations. Controlled 

substance means any "controlled substance" as defined in 21 U.S.C. 802.  Substance misuse is the generic term 

adopted in this guideline to describe any of the behaviors listed above. 

Conditions that could raise a security concern and may be disqualifying include: 

(a) any substance misuse (see above definition);  

(b) testing positive for an illegal drug;  

(c) illegal possession of a controlled substance, including cultivation, processing, manufacture, purchase, sale, or 

distribution; or possession of drug paraphernalia;  

(d) diagnosis by a duly qualified medical professional (e.g., physician, clinical psychologist, psychiatrist or licensed 

clinical social worker) of substance use disorder;  

(e) failure to successfully complete a drug treatment program prescribed by a duly qualified medical or mental 

health professional;  

(f) any illegal drug use while granted access to classified information or holding a sensitive position; and 

(g) expressed intent to continue drug involvement and substance misuse, or failure to clearly and convincingly 

commit to discontinue such misuse. 

Conditions that could mitigate security concerns include: 

(a) the behavior happened so long ago, was so infrequent, or happened under such circumstances that it is 

unlikely to recur or does not cast doubt on the individual’s current reliability, trustworthiness, or good judgment;   

(b) the individual acknowledges his or her drug involvement and substance misuse, provides evidence of actions 

taken to overcome this problem, and has established a pattern of abstinence, including, but not limited to:  

(1) disassociation from drug-using associates and contacts;  

(2) changing or avoiding the environment where drugs were used;  

(3) providing a signed statement of intent to abstain from all drug involvement and substance misuse, 

acknowledging that any future involvement or misuse is grounds for revocation of national security 

eligibility;  

(c) abuse of prescription drugs was after a severe or prolonged illness during which these drugs were prescribed, 

and abuse has since ended; and 

(d) satisfactory completion of a prescribed drug treatment program, including but not limited to rehabilitation 

and aftercare requirements, without recurrence of abuse, and a favorable prognosis by a duly qualified medical 

professional. 
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